Advanced Placement European History

Syllabus

Anna Grace

grace_a@4j.lane.edu

Room 304

Office hours: 7:30 – 7:50, 2nd and 7th period, or by arrangement

Website:  School HUC

Course Description:  The object of this course is to increase student understanding and appreciation of European history while facilitating student success on the AP European History Exam.  The course will cover European History from 1450 to the present, specifically examining social, political, diplomatic, religious, intellectual, technological and economic history.

Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to 

• demonstrate a knowledge of European history from 1450 to present. 

• analyze evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship

• analyze and interpret primary and secondary source materials

• write analytical and interpretive essays

Textbook 

Spielvogel, Jackson, Western Civilization. Thomson Wadsworth, 2006, Sixth edition

(Supplementary reading materials will be assigned by unit)

Grading policies

Tests 60%

Assignments 30%

Participation 10%

Class Activities:

Lecture / Discussion


Students will actively listen to lecture topics, taking notes and discussing class material.  Power point presentations including pictures, charts, graphs, maps, data, discussion questions and more will be used to facilitate student learning.

Debates


Student debates on class topics will be assigned at.  Teams of two will debate each topic before the class.  Extensive student prep work is required.

Simulations


AP European History includes six major simulations ( Martin Luther / Reformation, Louis XIV / Absolutism, French Revolution, Child Labour Legislation, Imperialism, Cold War) ranging from 1 to 3 days long.  Extensive student prep work is required.

Writing


The Advanced Placement European History Exam requires students to demonstrate college level writing skills.  Class time will be spent practicing analytical and interpretive essays in preparation for the Document Based Question and thematic essays students will encounter on the exam.

Read Arounds


Students will write a free-response essay from a previous AP exam.  Then using scoring guides and the 9-point scale, students will review the work of their peers.  This enables students to understand the AP scoring practices and gain insight into their own writing.

Historiography


Students will study the history and politics of history as part of the course.  Historical interpretation, bias and trends in historical scholarship will be analyzed critically by students.

Class assignments


Besides daily reading from student textbook, primary and secondary source documents, a variety of maps, document analysis forms, student reflections and other assignments will be required.

Papers


Three papers will be assigned, each taking a different form and relating to other class activities.  

#1. Paper in argument:  For the debate assigned, students will work with a partner, researching and writing a paper together.  This paper will be persuasive.  It will be presented according to the debate format handed out in class.  Teams will be arguing against another well-prepared team.

#2. Paper in action: For the French Revolution Simulation, each student will research a person or group connected with the French Revolution.  This paper will be informative.  Using the researched information, students will participate in the simulation, and receive points for remaining true to the goals, ideals and spirit of their subject.

#3. Paper for the benefit of others: A modern, interpretive biography. Other students will be reading and using student ideas and information to create their own conclusions about the modern world.  

Course of Study:

FIRST QUARTER

Unit 1: End of the Feudalism and Renaissance

Unit 2: Reformation and the New Monarchies

Unit 3: The Age of Exploration and the Rise of the World Economy


Unit 4: Absolutism and Constitutionalism 

Debate topics: 

• Jacob Burckhardt’s analysis of the Renaissance is fundamentally flawed.

• The Medici best typify the enlightened despot of Machiavelli.

• The Reformation was primarily a political movement.

• The political revolutions included within the Thirty Years War were nothing more than a continuation of Protestant and Catholic struggles of the Reformation

• The view of Thomas Hobbes best describes the correct view of Absolutism.

Primary source readings include: Burckhardt, Castiglione, Machiavelli, Petrarch, Della Mirandola, Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Council or Trent, Charles V, Zell, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, James I, Loyola, Louis XIV, Laws of Peter the Great.

Art: Medieval, Italian Renaissance, Northern Renaissance, Mannerism.

Evaluation: Reading quizzes, Unit tests including multiple choice and thematic essays, selected DBQ

SECOND QUARTER

Unit 5: 18th Century European states

Unit 6: Scientific Revolution

Unit 7: Enlightenment and Enlightened Despots

Unit 8: French Revolution

Debate topics:

• Voltaire’s philosophical letters on the English set the tone for the French revolution.

• The main difference between Western and Eastern Europe was religious.

• The essential cause of the French revolution was a collision between a powerful, rising bourgeoisie and an aristocracy defending its privileges.

Primary source readings include: Cardano, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Spinoza, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Voltaire, Paine, Wollstonecraft, Montesquieu, Beccaria, d’Holbach, Gibbon, Wesley, Sheridan, de Gouges, Robespierre, Bonaparte

Art : Baroque, Neoclassicism, Romanticism

Evaluation: Reading quizzes, Unit tests including multiple choice and thematic essays, selected DBQ

Semester exam created from past AP exams, including multiple choice and a DBQ

THIRD QUARTER

Unit 9: Conservatism, Liberalism, Nationalism, and the Industrial Revolution

Unit 10: Romantic Reaction and Marxism 1815-1871

Unit 11: Mass Society, Modernity and Anxiety

Unit 12: Nationalism to Imperialism 

Debate topics: 

• The British advantage in the Industrial revolution was due to the failure of Absolutism in England.

• The revolutions of 1848 were based on the policies of Napoleon.

• Socialist experiments of the 19th century were nothing more than a reaction to Industrialism.

• Bismarck’s unification of Germany destroyed the balance of power, leading to World War I.

• The greatest cause of discord among European nations during the years 1871-1914 was nationalism

Primary Source Readings include: Malthus, Smith, Riccardo, Marx and Engels, Herbert Spencer, Syllabus of Errors, Metternich, Wagner, Mill, Bentham, Mazzini, Poe, Dickens, Bismarck, Freud, Darwin, Kipling, Morel.

Art : Romanticism, realism, naturalism, symbolism, impressionism, postimpressionism, and others.

Evaluation: Reading quizzes, Unit tests including multiple choice and thematic essays, selected DBQ

FOURTH QUARTER

Unit 13: The Great War and the intra-war period, rise of dictators

Unit 14: World War II and the Cold War

Unit 15: The Contemporary Western World 

Debate Topics

• Freakishness in art is a sign of decline in society.

• Einstein posed the greatest challenge to established scientific beliefs in modern times.

• Lenin was not a Marxist.

• The seeds of World War I were sown in the Congress of Vienna.

• The Versailles Conference was correct in laying the blame for World War I completely on the shoulders of Germany.

• Lack of democratic traditions led to the rise of the totalitarian state in Italy, Germany and Spain.

• World War II could have been avoided had Wilson’s 14 points been accepted in their entirety.

• The United States was primarily responsible for the Cold war.

Primary source readings include: Remarque, Loughnan, Wilson, Lenin, Stalin, Treaty of Versailles, Mussolini, Hitler, Hesse, Churchill, Truman, de Gaulle, Khrushchev, Sartre, De Beauvoir, Havel, Thatcher

Art: cubism, expressionism, social realism, postmodernism.

Evaluation: Reading quizzes, Unit tests including multiple choice and thematic essays, selected DBQ

Semester exam created from past AP exams, including multiple-choice and a DBQ

Other Details; AP Euro

Absences:  If you miss class it is your responsibility to make up the work.  Check the calendar and get the notes from a friend.  You have as many days as you were absent to make up the work.  If you miss the day of a test you have one week to make it up, and the make up test will be created by the computer, using random questions from the textbook.  If you miss a quiz, please turn in notes over that reading.  Five unexcused absences will result in partial credit.

Lateness:  Don’t be late.  If this is a chronic problem, I will refer you every 3rd tardy for community service.  

Exams:  The exam curve is set by the highest score.  If you do poorly on an exam and would like some extra-credit, define your missed questions for ½ a point each.  The points will cut off once your test hits 89%

Can I eat in class?  Yes, so long as it’s not in a distracting manner.

Need extra help?  I would love to talk with you at any time.  I generally hang out in the Social Studies office or 304, before school, second period and during lunch.

