Choose Your Own Assignment!

In an effort to comprehend, memorize, and incorporate major events and outcomes of the Age of Exploration into your knowledge of European History, you get to choose how you learn the information in Chapter 14.  Your goal is to learn who conquered what, who then stole it from them, and in what areas did European countries have a lasting influence.
Step 1:  Read pages 386 - 400. On a sheet of paper that you will turn in on October 13, summarize the basic ideas of each of the following in a manner that covers the basics while allowing you to retain that information.  Focus on the effects of Western actions.
Spanish Empire in the Americas (you may use your notes for this info, too)

Slave trade

European conquests in SE Asia

French and British meddling in India

Empires in the Americas, such as the West Indies, British North America and French North America

NOTE: You are skipping China and Japan. Read it, get that Europe tried to establish trade in these places, but Japan were China strong enough not to have to take too much guff.

Step 2:  Choose to work in a group of 2 to 4 people, or on your own.

Circle one: 
Group


Solo


If you choose Group, go to section A

If you choose Solo go to section B

Section A 

Decide if you are feeling Artsy or Analytical

Circle one: 
Artsy 


Analytical

If you choose artsy, go to section 1, analytical, section 2

Section 1

•Create a brief play or song that covers the major events of the Age Of Exploration

• Create a Children’s picture book entitled something like “European Business Interests Try to Take Over the World With the Help of Their Friend, Religion.”
Section 2

• Create a structured debate (see teacher for format) arguing that European Conquests during the Age of Exploration did as much good as harm.
• Create a chart that details the economic, military and religious tactics used to conqueror land in Southeast Asia, India, North America, South America, the West Indies by the Portuguese, Spanish, French, British and Dutch.
Section B

Decide if you are feeling Artsy or Analytical

Circle one: 
Artsy 


Analytical

If you choose artsy, go to section 3, analytical - section 4

Section 3

• Create a map illustrating European conquests during the Age of Exploration (teacher can provide blank maps if needed)
• Create grass seed protest materials warning the general population about European Conquerors.  Go after each country specifically and explain what they’ve done, where they did it, and how it can ruin the world.  
Section 4

• Please answer the following question in an essay

Was it sheer chance or luck which allowed Britain to gain control of much of India and the Americas, or were there other political, social and economic factors which gave Britain an advantage over the French, Dutch, Portuguese and other potential European rivals?
• Assume you are an indigenous person living at the time of the Age of Exploration.  Of the following places, Southeast Asia, India, North America, South America, the West Indies where would you least like to live?  Why?  Compare and contrast the empires of each as you explain your reasoning.  You may write this as a story in first person.
Special Section: Uncharted learning

Have another idea that would help you think about and learn this information?  Want to make a group project into a solo project or a solo project into a group project?  Let me know, grace_a@4j.lane.edu

