
Glossary of Select Jewish Terms  
for Reading Night by Elie Wiesel 
Anti-Semitism The term comes from the roots "anti" (against) and "Semite" (a term that applies to both 

Hebrews and Arabs). However, the word "anti-Semitism" is used specifically to refer to 
hatred, hostility, or prejudice against Jews and/or Judaism.  

Destruction of 
the Temple 

Ancient Jews had a Temple in Jerusalem that was believed to be the figurative "footstool" of 
God's presence (Shekhinah) in the physical world.  The temple was originally built by King 
Solomon.  It was destroyed by the Babylonians, rebuilt, and then destroyed again by the 
Romans in 70 CE.  The destruction of the temple marks the beginning of the rabbinic period 
in Judaism.  The famous Western Wall in Jerusalem is part of what’s left of the Temple.      

Exile Term used to refer to the Jewish presence outside of the Land of Israel which came about 
through the Babylonian and Roman conquests of the land. 

Hasidic Associated with Hasidism (Chasidism), a branch of Orthodox Judaism that maintains a 
lifestyle separate from the non-Jewish world.   The word "Chasid" means "pious."  Hasidism 
began in the 1700s and focuses on personal and mystical experiences as ways of 
understanding God.  Hasidic Jews tend to live separately and have distinct customs of dress.  

Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day 

Known in Hebrew as Yom-Ha-Shoah, this day occurs in April or May between Passover and 
Shavuot.  

Kabbalah The Jewish mystical tradition.  It has traditionally not been taught to anyone under the age of 
40, when they’ve completed their education in Torah and Talmud.  It deals with life’s big 
cosmological questions that define many other religions (though not Judaism), like “What is 
the nature of God and the universe?  What happens to the soul after death?” etc. 

Kaddish A prayer praising God, commonly associated with mourning practices.  
Maimonides Famous Jewish philosopher and rabbinic scholar, born in Spain, (1135–1204 CE). His 

writings have been very influential.   
Messiah Anglicization of the Hebrew word, "moshiach" (anointed). A man who will be chosen by God 

to put an end to all evil in the world, rebuild the Temple, bring the exiles back to Israel and 
usher in the world to come.   Though the Jewish and Christian concepts of the Messiah both 
originate from the same religious texts (The Hebrew Bible/The Christian Old Testament), the 
two religions have very different concepts about what the Messiah is. 

Passover 
(Pesach) 

The eight-day festival commemorating the freeing of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  (It 
happens in March or April.)   

phylacteries Leather pouches containing scrolls with passages of scripture, used to fulfill the 
commandment to bind the commandments to our hands and between our eyes. Jews refer to 
them as tefillin.  

rabbi A religious teacher and person authorized to make decisions on issues of Jewish law. Also 
performs many of the same functions as a Protestant minister. 

rebbe (REHB-
bee) 

Usually translated to mean “Grand Rabbi.”  The leader of a Hasidic community, often 
believed to have special, mystical power. 

Rosh 
Hashanah 

The Jewish New Year, and the start of the Days of Awe, which culminates in Yom Kippur.  It 
is a sacred day of rest and prayer, a time of introspection, to look back at the mistakes of the 
past year and planning the changes to make in the new year.  

Sabbath 
(Shabbat) 

Shabbat, the day of rest and spiritual enrichment, is the most important ritual observance in 
Judaism.  It begins at sunset on Friday evening and lasts until sunset on Saturday evening. 

Shavuot A holiday celebrating harvest, pilgrimage, and most importantly the giving of the Torah on 
Mt. Sinai.  It happens in the spring (May or June). 

Shekhinah The Hebrew feminine word meaning the dwelling or settling presence of God. 
Shoah the Hebrew word for the Holocaust 
synagogue A Jewish house of worship. The equivalent of a church, mosque or temple. 
Talmud The collection of writings and teachings of the early rabbis in the 5th and 6th centuries CE 

interpreting the Torah.  It is the most important text after the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh). 



Tanakh The written Torah (or Hebrew Bible), including the books of laws, prophets, and writings; 
Non-Jews call this the Old Testament. 

Torah The Torah refers to the first five books of the Bible (The Tanakh).  It includes Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

Yom Kippur The Day of Atonement. A day set aside for fasting, depriving oneself of pleasures, and 
repenting from the sins of the previous year.   This is the day in which it is believed that each 
individual stands before God to be judged.  It falls ten days after Rosh Hashanah (in 
September or October). 

Zionism A political movement to create and maintain a Jewish state. The word is derived from Zion, 
another name for Jerusalem. 

Zohar The primary written work in the mystical tradition of Kabbalah. 
 
Many of these definitions come from the following sites:  

The American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise. Jewish Virtual Library. “Glossary.” 2009. 
<http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/gloss.html>. 

Rich, Tracey. “Judaism 101: Glossary of Jewish Terminology.” <http://www.jewfaq.org/glossary.htm>. 
 

Glossary of Select WWII Terms  
for Reading Night by Elie Wiesel 
Allies The alliance of countries fighting against the axis powers in WWII including the U.S., 

Britain, France, USSR, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Greece, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa, and Yugoslavia. 

Appleplatz A central area or square used for roll-call. (Appell - roll-call) 
Auschwitz The largest of Nazi Germany's concentration and extermination camps, established in Nazi 

German occupied Poland. The camp took the name Auschwitz from the German name for 
the nearby town. It was a complex of camps, including a concentration, extermination, and 
forced-labor camp. It was located at the town of Oswiecim near the prewar German-Polish 
border in Eastern Upper Silesia, an area annexed to Germany in 1939. Auschwitz I was the 
main camp and the first camp established at Oswiecim.   Sub-camps included Auschwitz II 
(Birkenau) and Auschwitz III (Buna or Monowitz). At least 1.1 million Jews were killed in 
Auschwitz. Other victims included between 70,000 and 75,000 Poles, 21,000 Roma, and 
about 15,000 Soviet prisoners of war. (see map) 

Axis The alliance of Germany, Italy, Japan, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria in WWII.  
Birkenau Also called Auschwitz II, this was the killing center or sub-camp at Auschwitz. (see map) 
Blockalteste A concentration camp inmate appointed to be the leader of a barrack 
Buna The largest Auschwitz sub-camp (or Auschwitz III).  It was active from 1942 to 1945. On 

January 18, 1945, the camp administration evacuated those prisoners who were able to 
march. They marched into the depths of Germany. The ill and weaker prisoners were left in 
the camp. Red Army soldiers liberated them on January 27, 1945. 

Fascism/Fascist An authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing system of government and social organization. 
Fascism tends to include a belief in the supremacy of one national or ethnic group, a 
contempt for democracy, and an insistence on obedience to a powerful leader. 

Gestapo The German secret police under Nazi rule. It ruthlessly suppressed opposition to the Nazis in 
Germany and occupied Europe. 

Kapo(s) A prisoner who acted as an overseer of his fellow inmates in the Nazi concentration camps 
Occupation Control of a territory by a military force 
Red Army The Soviet (Russian) army.  They were initially in cooperation with Germany in attacks 

against Poland, but Germany eventually attacked them.  The Russians were influential in the 
allied victory over Germany, which led to a communist East Germany for several decades 
until the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.  

 
 



 

 

Instructions
:  
1. Choose three colors 

and shade the map 
below to represent the 
axis, allies, and neutral 
countries and territories 
during WWII.  
Remember to color the 
key. 

 
2. Label the approximate 

locations of the 
following countries on 
your map: Great 
Brittan, Soviet Union, 
Egypt, Switzerland, 
Spain, Turkey, 
Germany, Italy, France, 
Poland, Netherlands 

 
3. Label the bodies of 

water. 
Allied & Axis Powers of World War II, 1940-1941 



 
Axis and Axis controlled territory 

Allies 

Neutral Countries 


