Global Studies Final Exam/Project

Latin America in a Global Context

Piecing together a history

Over the last year you have studied the history and cultures of countries from all over the world.  We have looked at --- and trends, such as classical cultures, Imperialism, Industrialization, Freedom Movements and the wars and uncertainty of the 20th century.

Our final project of the year will be to examine Latin America in light of these trends.  To do so we will use independent research, textbook reading and class presentations.  Everyone will read generally, and study one piece of the Latin America puzzle in depth.  Each student will present their research in a 3 minute, PowerPoint speech, and we will learn from each other.  

The final exam will be an essay about how Latin America reflects the greater world trends.  You will want to be able to answer the following questions:

How is modern Latin American culture shaped by its classical civilizations?

What was the influence of the Spanish and Portuguese conquests?

How are the Latin American independence movements similar or different to those we have seen in other areas of the world?

How did economic Imperialism and the Cold War shape Latin America?  What modern issues can be traced back to these two events?

What are the greatest strengths of modern Latin American culture, political and economic systems? 
When answering these questions, please use only information from the textbook, class presentations and your own knowledge.  I am testing on how well you can absorb and interpret what you have learned in class, not on what you can look up on the internet in your spare time (
