Global Literature
“Once Upon a Time” by Nadine Gordimer

Please answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.
1.Suspense: How does the author build suspense? Why is suspense important to the story (what
does it highlight)?

2.Symbols: Name at least 2 symbols from the story “Once Upon a Time.” Explain what idea the
symbol stands for and why/how you can tell.

3. Irony: Name one example of irony from the story “Once Upon a Time.” Explain why it's ironic.

4, Title/Language: Think about the title and the fairy-tale-like language Gordimer uses. Giving
examples of the “fairy-tale-like” language, explain how this language and the title affect the
reader. (Hint: think about traditional European fairy tales. How is this story similar/different
from those stories? Why might that be?)

5. Theme: Using a complete sentence, write the theme/message of the story? (ZERO points will
be awarded for answers that are: one word OR an incomplete sentence.)

6. Reflection: Do you agree with Gordimer’s theme? Compare and contrast her message with
realities you see in the United States today. How is our own community in Eugene like/unlike the
community in the story? Please give specific examples and explain how they relate to
Gordimer’s ideas.
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