~ Global Literature — Owens Name
- This I Believe brainstorming & outlining

During our unit of study on South African literature, we have encountered a number of beliefs. Your
- “This I Believe” essay migt be related to topics and beliefs that have come up during this unit. Use

- your Belief Statements AC ivity sheet, your Beliefs Chart, and your memory of the following
. stories/experiences to inspire you: '

. ‘S‘ir;uulation- _ ‘
= “Kaffir Boy” excerpt by Mark Mathabane

. f.:.Only A_”
*  “Once Upon a Time” by Nadine Gordimer
* Amandlal

Below, make a list of 5 — 10 topics that could develop into a main belief for your essay. Go beyond
- “racism.” Two examples are given for you
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Circle at least three (3) that you feel most strongly about. Write the beliefs related to those topics below:

1. I believe ...
2. I believe ...

3. Ibelieve ...

Where might these beliefs have come from? Write the origins below. Be as specific as you can:

1.
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Actions speak louder than words. Do your actions match your beliefs? Give an example of how people
can see each belief play out in your daily actions and choices. '
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, - ‘ 1. Go to www.npr.org and find a “This I Believe” essay. Print it out and attach it. Use the essay to fill in. k
. hthe information below: .

£

1. What is the main belief stated in the essay?

5 How did the author develop this belief (where did the belief come from)?

3. How does this belief affect the author’s life? What spéciﬁc decisions and/or actions does this
person take in his/her daily life based on this belief?




»GIol;al'Literature
“This | Believe” homework

Aftter reading each of these two essays, think about the belief expressed by the
author. Do you agree with the belief the author expresses? Why or why not?
rlte a brief (1-paragraph) response to each essay. ! .

“Fi bruary 20 2006 1 beheve in poetry as a way of
al chaos splntual confusions and traumatic events that

WaS12 earsi)ld'c I-was respon51b1e for the death of my younger
_?‘%hunhng atciden _I>held the rifle that killed him. In a single

% di changed forever. I felt grief, terror, shame and despair
e everhave imagined. In the aftermath, no one in my
‘eak to me about my brother's death, and their silence
agonizing émotions. And under those emotions,

oretterribl akno ledg that all the easy meanmgs I had

Cheld oy
ut how.] am active: the ‘powerful shaper of my expenence 1

PN

pot alone in the world. I feel a connection to the person who
‘somiething similar to what I've experienced, or felt something like
¢ and courage, because I know that they survived, that their life force
0 Words ‘and shape it into meamng and then bnng it toward me to share.



e Cool to the Pizza Dude
y Sarah Adams

s {unsidered, May 16, 2005 - 1f I have one operating philosophy..

about life it is this: "Be cool to the pizza delivery dude; it's good luck.”. Four.,
principles guide the pizza dude philosophy. SRR

Principle 1: Coolness to the pizza delivery dude is a practice in humlhty aﬁd o,
forgiveness. I let him cut me off in traffic, let him safely hit the exit ramp from
the left lane, let him forget to use his blinker without extending any of m
digits out the window or towards my horn because there should be one. -
moment in my harried life when a car may encroach or cut off or pass and I let
it go. Sometimes when I have become so certain of my ownership of my 1ane,
Rtar » daring anyone to challenge me, the pizza dude speeds by me in his rusted
sarah Adams has held many jobs in her  Chevette. His pizza light atop his car glowing like a beacon reminds me to
ife, inclnding telemnarketer, factory check myself as I flow through the world. After all, the dude is deliver
worker, hotel clerk and flower shop to young and old, families and singletons, gays and straights, blacks, Wl
;ashier, but has never delivered pizzas- g browns, rich and poor, vegetarians and meat lovers alike. As hej
Rzised in Wisconsin, Adams is BOW 2R 4iye safe passage, practice restraint, show courtesy, and contain my a
English professor at Olympic ’ ’ ’ RO
Community College in Washingion: Principle 2: Coolness fo the pizza delivery dude is a practice in emp
face it: We've all taken jobs just to have a job because some money
than none. I've held an assortment of these jobs and was grateful fo
paycheck that meant didn't have to share my Cheerios with rny cats
. L big pizza wheel of life, sometimes you're the hot bubbly cheese an
1efinies you re tit€ youte the burnt crust. It's good to remember the fickle spinning of

“In the big pizza wheel of
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hOL ouooty cheese and Principle 3: Coolness to the pizza delivery dude is a practice in'ho

0 remninds me to honor honest work. Let me tell you something about th
dudes: They never took over a company and, as CEO, artificially infl

Ii's good to valueof the stock and cashed out their own shares, bringing the co

. . 7 7 the brink of bankruptcy, resulting in 20,000 people losing their jol

remmemoer i IQ jicKte CEO builds a home the size of a luxury hotel. Rather, the dudes slee

of the just. A

Principle 4: Coolness t0 the pizza delivery dude is a practice in equality:
measurement as 2 human being, my worth, is the pride I take in peric
my job -- any job - and the respect with which I treat others. I am th
the world not because of the car I drive, the size of the TV I own, the weight I can bench press, or the calenl
equations I can solve. I am the equal to all T meet because of the kindness in my heart. And it all starts-here

the pizza delivery dude.

Tip him well, friends and brethren, for that which you bestow freely and willingly will bring you all thé‘h'app
that a grateful universe knows how to return. . R




